
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Intent  

Using the KAPOW Primary French KS2 scheme of work, we aim to instill a love of language 

learning and to inspire pupils to become curious, confident and enthusiastic language users.  

They should achieve a broad understanding and awareness of French language and culture. 

We teach pupils a foundation for learning French to encourage and enable the application of 

skills to learn other languages throughout their lives. We want pupils to have future 

opportunities to study and work in other countries. We use a diverse mix of teaching 

resources to empower pupils to develop the confidence to speak, read and write in French. 

Our curriculum applies a spiral approach where key knowledge and skills are revisited and 

built upon , enabling a deeper understanding and achievement. We aim to give pupils the 

opportunity to use the French language to engage with other citizens around the world.  

 

French Handbook  



The French curriculum is taught in half-termly units of learning and will include: 

 
Learning Objectives 

 
Success Criteria 

 
Key Vocabulary 

 
Recap and Recall 

 
Attention Grabber 

 
Main Event 

 
Wrapping Up 

 

Each lesson is taught in four clear sections:  

Recap and Recall:   
Each French lesson begins with a short activity revisiting prior learning. This helps reinforce 
key knowledge, activate long-term memory and create connections between past and new 
learning. Recap and recall activities are varied to keep the start of the lesson engaging and 
fun while still supporting active recall.  

Attention Grabber: 
A short, engaging activity designed to hook pupils into the new learning in the new lesson. 
This could be a thought-provoking question, a quick investigation or an interactive 
discussion to spark curiosity and enthusiasm for the topic. 

Main Event: 
The core part of the lesson, where pupils engage in activities that develop their 
understanding of the learning objective. This includes a mixture of teacher modelling, 
guided practice and independent or collaborative tasks tailored to support all pupils.  

Wrapping up: 
A final reflective activity that consolidates learning. This could involve reviewing the success 
criteria, discussing key learning or applying knowledge in a different context to assess 
understanding and encourage deeper thinking. 

 

 



Vocabulary Toolkit 

For key French vocabulary, general areas of focus are outlined to enable the building of 

practical communication skills and to understand and express ideas in speech and writing. 

Pupils start with familiar topics like greetings, numbers, colours, animals, food and transport. 

Progression is continued  through everyday conversations like describing 

people, places, things and action, as well as discussing holidays, jobs and 

the environment.  Each year’s toolkit will include core vocabulary (key 

words and expressions), suggested grammar focus and possible cross-

curricular links and activities. 

Vocabulary development  example:  

Year 3 (Beginner/Discovery Stage) 

Focus: Building confidence with greetings, numbers, colours and simple phrases. 

Grammar: Gender of nouns, definite /indefinite articles, singular/plural. 

Unit Vocabulary Grammar 

Focus 

Activities 

1. Greetings & 

Introductions 

Bonjour, salut, au revoir, 

comment ça va?, ça va bien/mal, 

je m’appelle…, oui/non, merci 

Simple 

questions & 

answers 

Role-play 

introductions 

Year 4 (Developing Stage) 

Focus: Expanding topic vocabulary; short sentences; verbs avoir and être. 

Grammar: Possessives, adjective agreement, plurals. 

Unit Vocabulary Grammar 

Focus 

Activities 

1. Family mère, père, frère, sœur, grand-mère, 

grand-père, j’ai, il/elle a 

Verb avoir Family tree 

poster 

Year 5 (Confident User Stage) 

Focus: Using verbs more accurately, describing people and places. 

Grammar: Être, avoir, regular -er verbs, adjective placement. 

Unit 

 

Vocabulary Grammar Focus Activities 

1. Describing 

Myself 

grand/petit, les yeux, les 

cheveux, je suis, j’ai 

Être and avoir for 

descriptions 

Self-portrait 

description 

Year 6 (Independent User Stage) 

Focus: Expressing opinions, describing the future, comparing, writing short paragraphs. 

Grammar: Future phrases (je vais + infinitive), negatives, comparisons. 

Unit Vocabulary Grammar Focus Activities 

1. My House 

& Home 

ma maison, la cuisine, le jardin, 

dans ma chambre il y a…, 

Il y a / il n’y a 

pas de 

House plan 

description 



 

Oracy 

KS2 French oracy focuses on developing students' ability to listen, speak and understand the 

language through activities like engaging in conversations, asking and answering questions, 

and describing people and places. Key skills include speaking in sentences using familiar 

vocabulary, developing accurate pronunciation and intonation and presenting ideas orally. 

The curriculum encourages using familiar vocabulary and structures, and the goal is to build 

confidence for future language learning. 

We encourage pupils to “have a go” and 

positively praise effort regardless of 

outcome. 

 

 

 

 

Progression of Skills and Knowledge: 

Throughout their language learning pupils will be taught 3 knowledge strands and 2 skills 

strands. The Kapow scheme of work also develops each pupil’s cultural awareness of France 

and the French speaking world.  

Phonics, vocabulary and grammar knowledge build across the year groups. Pupils are also 

expected to progress in their application of knowledge when dealing with language 

comprehension and language production, in order to meet the end of key stage targets set 

out in the National Curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                        French Unit Overview 

To help all pupils to achieve the aims of the National Curriculum in French by providing the 
knowledge and skills to comprehend and produce language.  

French Unit Progression  

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Aut 1 Greetings with 
Puppets 

Portraits: 
describing in 
French 

French Monster 
Pets 

Mandarin 
Language Unit  

Aut 2 Playground 
Games, 
Numbers and 
Ages 

Clothes: getting 
dressed 

Shopping in 
France 

Mandarin 
Language Unit  

Spr 1 Adjectives Calendars and 
Birthdays 

Space 
Exploration 

In My French 
House 

Spr 2 In A French 
Classroom 

Weather French Speaking 
World 

Planning A 
Holiday 

Sum 1 French 
Transport 

French Food Verbs Visiting À Town 

Sum 2 A Circle of Life The Eurovision 
Song Contest 

Meet My 
French Family 

French Football 
Champions 

 

Assessment: 

Formative Assessment:  

Each French lesson begins with  ‘Recap and Recall’ section 

where pupils practise retrieving key knowledge relevant to the 

upcoming lesson. Teachers can make informal judgments about 

pupils’ knowledge retention and readiness to progress. 

Questioning and discussion, observations and varied classroom 

activities contribute to ongoing assessment. The ‘Assessing and 

Understanding’ section in each lesson supports Teachers in 

identifying pupils who are secure in their learning or working at 

greater depth.  

 



Summative Assessment: 

Each unit completes with an Assessment Quiz with multiple choice and open-ended 

questions, assessing pupils’ understanding and retention of key knowledge. In addition, 

Knowledge Catchers, used at the start or end of the unit, allow pupils to further demonstrate 

their understanding of key concepts.At the end of the topic, using all assessment types, a final 

summary judgment is made of the overall attainment of each pupil.  

                                                                                                          

Diversity  

The Kapow Primary French curriculum is designed to provide access, 

engagement and achievement for all pupils, regardless of 

background, ability or experience. At West Wimbledon we believe 

that all our pupils should have the opportunity to appreciate the 

richness of the French language, the diversity of cultures that speak 

it and the connections of different communities worldwide. The 

scheme represents a wide range of cultures, communities and 

perspectives from across the French speaking world.   

● Where appropriate, the historical and cultural influences and the French language are 

explored. 

● The scheme’s visual and contextual context is inclusive and representative of diverse 

people and places, challenging stereotypes and out-dated views of French-speaking 

cultures.  

● Lessons are designed with clear scaffolding and differentiated activities to ensure that 

pupils with varied learning needs can participate confidently.  

● Using scaffolding, multi-sensory approaches, clear instructions, structured tasks and 

opportunities for collaborative and independent learning - pupils with SEND and EAL 

are supported with inclusive teaching strategies. 

● Through teaching respectful representation of cultures, and opportunities for every 

pupil to succeed, our curriculum fosters a learning environment in which all pupils feel 

valued, supported and empowered to develop their language skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scaffolds and Interventions: 

 

 

 

The Kapow Primary French scheme supports steady skill development, 

identifies learning needs early on and provides practical tools for 

effective intervention. The scheme builds pupils’ language skills 

progressively through the following features:  

 

● Sequential, cumulative planning: revisits and builds on prior learning, ensuring the 

retention of learning over time. 

● Clear modelling and repetition: teacher modelling and guided practice before pupils 

move to more independent tasks and more confident use of language. 

● Visual and auditory scaffolds: vocabulary mats, images, audio clips and sentence 

builders help pupils understand and retain language - and SEND and EAL learners. 

● Differentiated activities: tasks adapted to various levels of challenge, whilst still 

stretching pupils appropriately. 

● Structured opportunities for retrieval: retrieval practice through flashback questions, 

recap activities and spaced repetition to reinforce learning and misconceptions.  

● Assessment points for targeted support: ongoing formative assessment such as mini-

quizzes, listening checks, speaking practice. These help to identify specific vocabulary, 

phonics or grammar needs. 

● Small-step progression for interventions: clearly broken down learning steps can help 

to isolate exact elements requiring attention - pronunciation, gender agreement or 

verb use - and allow for targeted intervention or pre-teaching. 

Learning Objectives in their books each week contain the most important French vocabulary, 

along with their translated English meanings. The children use these in every lesson to refer 

to and during assessment recording. At primary age, French should be enjoyed and we want 

children to feel à sense of success in their learning. The LO is there to support these desired 

outcomes for all abilities.   

 

Early Years:  

At West Wimbledon our EYFS pupil population experience and speak a multitude of different 

languages. Our Teaching is focussed on supporting pupils to acquire and master the speaking 

of the English language as a priority. French is not a statutory subject in EYFS or Key Stage  1 

and there are no National Curriculum language attainment targets for those early years. 





 

 

 

 


