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English Curriculum Intent  

At West Wimbledon Primary School, we promote high standards of language and literacy by 
equipping children with a strong command of spoken and written language, and developing 
their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. Achieving competence in 
English language is a vital part of the education of our pupils. We aim to provide children 
with all the skills and knowledge they need to communicate effectively and make sense of 
the world.  

Reading at West Wimbledon Primary School   

We believe that reading is one of the most important skills we can equip our children with. 
We understand that solid foundations in reading enable deeper comprehension, support 
success across the wider curriculum and have lifelong academic benefits. We also value the 
importance of reading as a tool to better understand the world and to develop empathy 
through the stories of others. 

We use the EEF (Education Endowment Foundation)  ‘House of Reading’ tool to help us to 
understand the components of reading and how they build upon each other. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-
reports/reading-house  
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The Teaching of Early Reading 

Our children’s reading journey starts from when they very first join the school in Nursery. In 
Nursery, our focus is on early language development and immersing the children in a 
language rich environment. Children are read to frequently and engaged actively in stories, 
non fiction, rhymes and poems. They are given opportunities to use and embed new 
vocabulary in a range of contexts within the classroom such as role play areas, peer 
conversation and adult guided sessions. From the offset, we ensure that children are able to 
use a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.   

The children in Nursery will be exposed to and complete the 7 pre Read Write Inc Stages in 
line with the Phonics Progression Map. These include: Listening and Attention (continuous); 
Auditory Discrimination; Visual and Auditory Memory; Word Boundaries; Rhyme Detection; 
Syllable Blending and Detection and finally Rhyme Production.  In the summer term before 
children start in Reception, they will begin the Nursery Read Write Inc Phonics programme 
which is a systematic synthetic phonics programme. The aim of this programme is to expose 
children to all the single letter Set 1 sounds, practice oral blending using fred talk and begin 
to recognise sounds in the setting.  

Once the children enter Reception, they will continue their phonics journey. We follow the 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics Programme - Read Write Inc and children follow a strict 
teaching programme throughout their time in the EYFS and Key Stage 1. The aim of our 
teaching programme is to equip children with phoneme grapheme correspondences that 
they can use in order to decode any word they encounter in their future reading. We aim to 
complete the full Read Write Inc teaching programme by the time children finish their Key 
Stage 1 journey. We are aware that children all learn at different rates and that for some, 
this journey to fluent reading will continue into their time in Key Stage 2.  

Our belief is the following: 

Code + Vocabulary + Language Knowledge = Reading Success  
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Planning and delivery in the EYFS  

Read Write Inc is a comprehensive scheme which we 
use to teach Reading, handwriting and support spelling.  

The children will complete daily speed sound lessons 
where they will develop their phoneme/grapheme 
correspondences. They will also learn to read ‘green words’ using their phonics and 
recognise ‘red words’. Children will also begin to learn to write letters, sounds, words and 
eventually captions and sentences following the writing element of Read Write Inc.  

In Reception, our children are taught Set 1 and Set 2 of the phonics code, according to Read 
Write Inc. They will also begin to read the associated Read Write Inc phonics reading books 
that match their phonological levels. Where it is felt appropriate, we may choose to teach 
the children their Set 3 sounds during Reception too. This is fluid, and will change year on 
year dependent on cohorts.  

Planning and delivery in KS1 
Children enter year 1 ready to continue their Phonics Learning Journey and are taught 
phonics daily.  

We use flexible grouping in Year 1 to ensure that each child is learning at their pace and is 
met where their current level is. Sometimes this may be the whole class and at other points 
we may use breakout groups. In Year 1, children are taught Set 3 sounds and a number of 
specific phoneme/grapheme correspondences we have identified as needing to be taught 
outside of the Read Write Inc Scheme. Once the children have learnt all their sounds - they 
will continue to rehearse and recap their knowledge - putting this into practice blending a 
range of real and alien words in preparation for the Government phonics screening which 
takes place in the summer term of Year 1. As part of this, we cover the ‘longer words’ 
according to Read Write Inc.  

In addition,  Reading is taught daily and focuses on using children’s phonetical 
understanding to help them to read and build fluency, alongside retrieval and 
comprehension skills. The Read Write Inc Phonics books are used for daily reading lessons 
to develop fluency and automaticity when reading within their phonological levels.  

In Year 2, children will spend the Autumn Term reviewing, practising and implementing 
their phonological skills and reading skills. During the first half of the year, Read Write Inc 
phonics books are used for daily reading lessons.  

Assessment overview 
Children are assessed at the end of each term using Read Write Inc’s phonics assessments. 
These inform both continual teaching and also any intervention that a child requires. In Year 
1, they also complete mock Phonics screening checks prior to Parents Evenings, to monitor 
their progress towards the Phonics Screening Checks in the Summer of Year 1. These 
assessments  are shared with parents. Anyone who did not meet the expected standard in 
Year 1 will also take these assessments in Year 2 as their progress is closely monitored.  
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Whole Class Reading Lessons in KS2 
During Key Stage 2 reading lessons, the focus is on developing the whole reader. Lessons 
teach key reading skills and champion oracy. Texts alternate between high quality ‘real life’ 
books and extracts from a range of genres. During these sessions, we develop 
comprehension skills while creating critical readers. This approach champions oracy and 
allows for regular book talk in groups of pairs.  
Our reading skills:  
It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently 
and with confidence in any subject. The 10 skills below have been selected to allow children 
to do this. Some of these skills will appear in every whole class reading session and some 
less often.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole class reading mastery lessons last 30 minutes and begin in Year 2 in the Spring Term. 

Fluency activities are incorporated within each series of lessons.  

Sequences of lessons include: 

-explicit vocabulary instruction 

-recapping and unpicking key skills 

-opportunity for modelled and shared practice using specific key skills 

-opportunity for independent practice using specific key skills 

 

To develop comprehension, we use a range of strategies including fast fingers, question 

STEMs and ‘The Big Ding’ questions! We have a bespoke collection of extracts that support 

developing comprehension and reading fluency which are saved in our reading curriculum 

folder. 

 



West Wimbledon Primary School Reading Handbook 

 

 

 

Reading Fluency: 

We define fluent readers as those 

who can read accurately, at an 

appropriate speed without great 

effort (automaticity), and with 

appropriate stress and intonation 

(prosody). We know that a fluent 

reading style supports 

comprehension because children’s 

limited cognitive resources are 

freed from focusing on word 

recognition and can be redirected towards comprehending the text. 

We have used the recommendations of ‘Herts for Learning’ and Dr Tim Rasinski in designing 

our fluency curriculum. We therefore use the following strategies as part of our practice: 

 

-Modelled expert prosody 

-Echo reading  

-Repeated reading 

-Text marking  

-Performance read 

-Modelling comprehension 

We have a commitment to ensure children read out loud across the curriculum and as often 

as possible.  

 

Assessing Reading Fluency and Comprehension: 

From Year 2 - Year 6, we assess reading fluency at the beginning and end of each academic 

year with the purpose of: 

-identifying and addressing gaps 

-measuring and recording pupil progress in fluency 

-matching pupils to an appropriate level of reading book 

 

Children complete a termly NTS reading paper to allow us to track their progress in relation 

to age expected standards in comprehension. 
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Independent Reading: 

We understand the importance of children reading out loud regularly and encourage our 

pupils to read with an adult at home each day. All children have an independent reading 

record, in which they can note what they have read.  

 

Reading Interventions: 

Alongside focus readers, we may run reading group interventions. These follow the ‘Herts 

for Learning’ fluency project outline.  

 

Reading For Pleasure: 

At West Wimbledon Primary School, we aim to create lifelong readers. 

Reading for enjoyment is woven into everything that we do. Children 

have lots of opportunities to share their reading likes and dislikes, 

enjoy our non-fiction library and select books from reading spaces 

around the school. We have a system of reading buddies to allow 

children to share a book with a peer from a different year group. 

 

In addition, we ensure that visits to the library, author visits, book 

swaps and Wimbledon Bookfest events are embedded across the 

year.  


