
 

 

 

Shared Reading Tips 
 

In Treetops, reading is a key aspect of our curriculum. Children 

need to be able to read, comprehend and act upon written words, 

or visual symbols, in order to build their knowledge and 

understanding in all areas of the curriculum. Reading is 

fundamental to independence.  

 

What is shared reading? 

Shared Reading is when a child and a parent look at and read a book together. 

However, reading a book together is much more than listening to your child read to 

you, or reading to your child. When you have a shared reading experience, you are 

helping your child learn to read by having conversations about the story.  

 

Strategies You Can Try: 

 

★ Make Comments 

Start the shared reading experience with a comment. Say something about 

the cover of the book and what you think the story might be about: “I see a lot 

of animals on the cover. I think this book is going to be about animals.” As you 

go through the book, share what you are thinking out loud so your child can 

learn from your model. 

 

★ Use Questions 

Ask questions that give your child a chance to become a part of the reading 

experience. This is where you may need to use technology to give them a 

voice so that they can respond. Avoid questions that can be answered with a 

simple “yes” or “no.” For example, try, “What do you think is going to happen 

next?” 

 

★ Motivating  

If your child is not a keen reader, choose books that have topics of interest to 

them. You can also try using technology and online books such as Vooks.  

 

★ Make Connections 

Help your child make connections to what you are reading with his or her own 

experiences. For example, as you are reading the book about animals you 

could say, “That is a funny gorilla. Do you remember when we saw a gorilla 

like this at the zoo?” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

★ Pause and Wait 

As you are reading make sure you give your child enough time to make his or 

her own comments and answer your questions. Giving children extra time 

ensures that they have to think about what they are reading and find the 

words to answer the questions. 

 

★ Adding Language 

○ Use a variety of words – avoid just naming the pictures, this will result in your 

child being exposed to mostly nouns (names of things). Nouns are important, 

but children also need to be exposed to words that describe (e.g. “messy”, 

“enormous”), action words (“climb”, “fly”, “yell”), words for feelings (“grumpy”, 

“excited”, “tired”), location words (“beside”, “under”, “through”), words about 

time (“soon”, “later”, “after”), etc. 

○ Expand your child’s message – when your child says something about the 

book, you can respond by expanding on their message. For example, if they 

say “frog” while pointing to a picture of a frog jumping between lily pads, you 

can expand by saying “Yes, the frog is jumping on the lily pads!”  Adding on to 

your child’s idea shows your child how to produce longer sentences and gives 

them more information about the topic.  

○ Go beyond the “here-and-now” – go beyond the pages of the book to generate 

discussions with your child that will expand their thinking. You can help your 

child predict what might happen (eg. “What do you think will happen when the 

wolf tries to blow down the brick house?”), compare and contrast (eg. “That dog 

is really small, just like your friend Jane’s dog”), talk about feelings (eg. “That 

boy can’t find his ball. He looks sad”), and make connections with her 

experiences (eg. “Remember when you lost your doll and you felt sad?”). 

These ways of talking encourage your child to think, solve problems, and 

imagine. 

 

★ Make it part of your daily routine 

Try to build in shared reading into each day. It doesn’t need to be long, 5-20 

minutes, just before bed, after dinner, on arriving home from school, it all makes 

a difference. 

 

Benefits of shared reading 

Shared reading plays such an important part in children’s language, communication 

and literacy development and can play a key part in child’s progress in these areas. 

We ask that you read with your child daily and record this in the reading diary. 

 

Please contact your child’s class teacher if you have any questions or would like any 

further resources such as question prompts or activity ideas.  

 

 


