
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Friday 12th March 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have had a very settled and smooth start since our wider re-opening on Monday 8th March. The children 

have enjoyed being back with their friends in their full class sizes and we have been really impressed with 

how they have adapted quickly back into their lesson and learning routines.  Our continued focus is on 

assessing, planning and delivering a high-quality Curriculum, paying particular attention to supporting 

children with understanding key concepts and knowledge within each subject area.  

We wanted to share a very simple but effective evidenced-based idea being publicised in the UK currently 

that boosts children’s reading and increases their chances of becoming a fluent reader – turning on subtitles 

when they are watching TV (also called closed captioning): https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/ 

This approach is particularly effective when a child is a reasonably competent reader (from around the age of 

6) where reading subtitles can increase the amount of practice to boost speed, vocabulary, confidence and 

comprehension. 

 

This is our wonderful community display based on the book ‘The Dot’ by Peter Reynolds which we focused 

on during Children’s Mental Health week and was up and ready for the children to enjoy on their first day 

back as a whole school.  

 

 

Each of these dots, completed by the children at school and at home last month, represent and celebrate the 

uniqueness and individuality of our pupils. A big thanks to Miss Elliott for launching the project and 

displaying the work so beautifully. We hope the children have enjoyed spotting their dot as they have passed 

the display on the way to the hall at lunchtime.  

As you are aware, we have made some changes to lunchtime and we are now safely able to accommodate all 

our children in the hall over a staggered two-hour lunch period, in four separate sitting. We have seen an 

increase in the number of pupils choosing to have a hot meal and we hope they have enjoyed the meals on 

offer prepared by our new cook and kitchen team. We have been so proud of the way in which the children 

have been behaving during their lunch hour and it has been such a delight observing them eating together 

again with their friends.  

In my assembly next week, I will be focusing on one of our important West Wimbledon values – making 

positive choices and I will be reiterating, in the context of lunchtime, how important it is to remember to say 

‘please’ and ‘thank you’.  
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On Wednesday this week, Year 5 took part in their annual Out of this World Space Day remotely with 

Wimbledon High School. They learned about the International Space Station and about different missions to 

the moon, including the most recent one in 2019! 

They investigated which heat shield would protect their 'chocolate' astronaut the best when it re-entered the 

Earth's atmosphere by heating different materials and observing what happened to the chocolate. Bubble 

wrap proved to have the most thermal insulation. They also watched Perseverance land on Mars and 

designed a parachute to help a dinosaur land softly on the classroom floor. They discovered that the larger 

the area of the parachute, the more gently the dinosaur landed due to increased air resistance. Space food 

was investigated and they made their own space pudding from powder and water in a plastic bag. They then 

ate this by sucking on the bag - exactly as they have to do in space. The children thought it was a very 

successful day and haven't stopped sharing facts that they learned. 

Thanks to Mrs Callick for her work in arranging this fun and informative day. 

       

Thanks to you all for your support with our Covid risk assessments and procedures we have in place to keep 

our community safe. There have been lots of reminders recently, and we really do all appreciate the 

compromises and adaptations you have made during this period of lockdown.  

From 1 March 2021, family members of primary school pupils can get twice-weekly rapid Covid tests by 

ordering test kits online or by collecting test kits from a test site.  If you have not done so far, please 

consider taking up this opportunity. More information can be found on the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-

staff?utm_source=1%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE

%20C19 

Wishing you all a very pleasant and restful weekend and look forward to seeing you on Monday. 

Best wishes 

Rosie Williamson  

Thursday 1st April Last day of the Spring term – school closes at normal time 
Monday 19th April Return to school for start of the summer term.  
Monday 3rd May May Day Holiday  - School closed 
Friday 28th May Last day before half term – school closes at normal time 
Monday 7th June Return to school after half-term 
Monday July 12th Staff training day – school closed for pupils 
Friday 23rd July Last day of the summer term – school closes at normal time 

Kind regards 

Rosie Williamson 

Head of School 
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